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Extract from the Third Report of the Directors of the East Ten- 


NESSEE Bisue Society, presented at the Annual Meeting, April 
29, 1818. 


The Directors of the East Tennessee Bible Society have occasion 
for renewed congratulation, that the smiles of Divine Providence have 
still continued to bless its exertions. Returns have been received 
during the past year from every county within our limits, except two, 
and from these returns it appears that the number of members now 
belonging to the society is six hundred and sixteen, making an 
increase, since the last anniversary, of three hundred and sixty four. 

Though returns from several counties have not been received by 
the Treasurer, yet the amount received by him on account of the So- 
c iety is greater than in any former year. ‘The whole sum received, 
since his last report, is $569 20, which added to the sum.before in 
the Treasury, makes an amount of $727 281; of this sum $268 36 
has been paid for incidental expenses, leaving at this time, at the dis- 
posal of the Society, a balance of $458 921. 

During the past year the Directors have ordered the distribution 
of One Thousand and sev enty-five Bibles, and Two Hundred Testa- 
ments. ‘The greater pait of these has been sent to the place of de- 
posit in each county, for the use of the Agents, though we regret to state 
that in two or three instances, the books have not been forwarded for 
want of a suitable opportunity. 

The Directors have the satisfaction to inform the Society, that 
their anticipations respecting the American Bible Society, expressed 
in last year’s Report, have not been disappointed. It has generous- 
ly presented us with Five Hundred Bibles, of a very superiour qual- 
ity. Nor has the Philadelphia Bible Society, during the last year, 
shown itself weary of well-doing. It has added to its former claims 
upon our gratitude by the very handsome donation of One Hundred 
Bibles and One Hundred ‘Testaments. ‘Seventy-five Bibles men- 
tioned in the last Report, as furnished to our assistance by the Bal- 
timore Bible Society, have since come to hand. ‘These, added to the 
Bibles belonging to the Society, already in our possession at the last 
Anniversary, make up the number specified above, as ordered for 
distribution. 

The Directors lament that they are not more extensively furnish- 
ed, by their Agents, with a statement of the manner in which the 
books have been disposed of in the different counties, and of the ef- 
fects produced by their distribution. ‘The accounts which have been 
received are, however, very encouraging. In one instance, the 
Books in the hands of the Agent were all applied for within two 
hours after notice that they had been received for distribution. In 
another instance, the whole number of Books sent to a county were 
distributed in about a formight. A much esteemed clergyman, who 
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has done us the favour to accept an appointment as our Agent, writes 
as follows: “In some parts of the county the distribution of Bi- 
bles has been attended with very salutary effects. Persons who never 
could read have been stimulated to learn; and there are -instances 
of some far advanced in age who have undertaken to qualify them- 
selves for reading the inspired volume. Some also, who being able 
to read, had hitherto neglected the word of God, have applied for, 
and been furnished with Bibles, and have paid an attention to them 
which loudly proclaims the utility and glory of such benevolent es- 
tablishments. Nearly all the Bibles we have received are already 
disposed of, and the demand is yet great, and increasing. The num- 
ber of the destitute far, very far, surpasses our highest calculations.” 
Other returns are very satisfactory ; and we are not destitute of evi- 
dence, that the Spirit of God has deigned to communicate his sancti- 
fying influence through our poor endeavours to circulate his Word. 

In addition to other encouraging circumstances, the Directors no- 
tice with much pleasure the recent formation, in this place, of an 
Auxiliary Female Bible Society. ‘They are happy to see in this 
event, and some others of .a similar nature, in different parts of the 
adjacent country, that the females of this State manifest a disposi- 
tion to follow the noble example which has been so extensively set 
them by Associations of their sex in other parts of the United States. 
It is a circumstance which adds no little glory to the American cha- 
racter, that while other countries have greatly outstripped us in the ear- 
ly establishment and ample resources of their male associations, our 
females were the first, who, m any country, have associated, to any 
considerable extent, for benevolent purposes. Female charitable 
societies have spread through the land with an almost electrical ra- 
pidity ; and they contribute no small part of the sums which are 
annually raised for benevolent objects. ‘The station filled by wo- 
men in society, no less than their natural tenderness, is admirably 
adapted to the successful application of these ennobling charities ; 
and certainly, the female character can never shine with so bright a 
lustre as when employed in relieving the wants of the distressed, and 
furnishing to the destitute the means of eternal life. 

From the event just mentioned, the Directors would take oc- 
casion here to remark, that it is on Auxiliary Societies that every 
extensive scheme of beneficence must rely for efficient and conti- 
nued support. It is by means of its numerous Auxiliaries that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society is enabled to pour out so vast a 
stream of beneficence as to make it the Wonder of the World. It 
is on its Auxiliaries that the American Bible Society must depend 
for that patronage which can alone enable it to reach those high 
destinies which Providence seems to to have assigned it. It is by 
means of Auxiliaries only that the grand scheme of spreading the 
scriptures through the world can be made to embark every man’s 
feelings ; for it is by minutely extended Auxiliaries only that every 
individual in society can be personally called upon to aid in the 
promotion of the noble cause. It is by means of Auxiliaries only 
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that our own Society can hope to accomplish the good of which it 
is capable; and the Directors anticipate the period as not far distant 
when an Auxiliary Society in every county, and a Bible Association 
in every neighbourhood, shall, in this region, as they have done in 
others, give perfection to the system of a universal distribution of 
the Word of God. | 

On the destitute state of a great part of our own continent, the Ame- 
rican Bible Society appears, very naturally, to have fixed a steady 
and compassionate eye. Emulating, in the extent ofits views and 
the wisdom of its plans, the example of its great Predecessor in 
Europe, it gives fair promise of accomplishing a similar career of 
glory. The untried fields of southern America will open to its 
growing powers a sphere of action sufficiently expanded; and we 
trust that the maturity of its growth will be signalized by other tri- 


umphs than those, which, on the same fields, once encrimsoned the 
banners of Cortez and Pizarro. 





Extract from the Report of the Utster County Avxitiary Biss 
Socrety, presented May 5, 1818. 

This society was formed September 2, 1816. We immediately 
offered ourselves, and were received as one of those numerous Aux- 
iliaries, which in this age of Bibles, are daily affiliating themselves 
to the American National Institution. The Treasurer’s annexed 
report shows that we have bought and paid for three hundred Bibles. 
Of this number we have voted, as a gratuity, twelve to each town; 
and eleven of the towns have taken their quota. ‘To Marble-town, 
Hurley, and Kingston, seven dozen bibles were voted for the use of 
Sunday Schools. The collections for the Society have been exem- 
plary. Kingston has, during the last year, contributed pred seven- 
ty dollars to the American Bible Society: and one hundred and 
fifty dollars to the funds of this Society. Some other towns, as a 


pears by the Treasurer’s report, have also emulated these deeds of 
benevolence. 





Extract from the Report of the Executive Committee of Tur 
Massacuusertts Biste Socixrty, presented June 4, 1818. 

The Executive Committee of the Massachusetts Bible Society res- 
pectfully report, that they have distributed during the last year the 
following Bibles and Testaments :—Large Bibles, 264—Small .do. 
1643—Testaments, 1637—making in all 3544. 

A large proportion has been given to individuals on their own ap- 
plication ; several to managers of charity schools and of missionary so- 
cieties; some to destitute seamen; and a few to the soldiers stationed at 
Marblehead, at the request of their commander. The distribution 
has been as cautious as is consistent with the liberal principles of the 
Society. Bibles are undoubtedly given, in some instances, to those 
who should blush to receive them without an equivalent; but we 
have this consolation, that we bestow a book which is the best remedy 
for their sordidness. 


During the last year an earnest application was made to the 
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Trustees by a respected American-in Paris, for the aid of this Soci- 
ety in distributing the Scriptures in France. The Committee, to 
whom the subject was referred, having. considered the very depress- 
ed condition of Christianity in that country, the great scarcity of 
Bibles, and the difficulty of obtaining them among, the common peo- 
ple, the influence which the French nation will always have over 
thevopinions and manners of the civilized world, and the peculiar 
importance of recovering it to the knowledge and belief of the gospel ; 
and: having: learned that an edition.of the New Testament had been 
conimenced which required foreign assistance for its completion, 
recommended to the Trustees an appropriation of such funds as 
could be conveniently spared for this purpose. It was considered, 
that the present was a favourable opportunity for repaying an obli- 
gation which we had contracted to Europe. It is probably recol- 
lected, that at the establishment of our Society a donation was made 
to it-of £100 sterling by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Whilst this liberal act was received with gratitude, the opinion of 
many was, that in the prosperous state of this country, we ought not 
to employ the funds of another for our, relief. Under these impres- 
sions, the:‘Trusteés resolved to apply the donation just named to. the 
distribution of the Bible in France; and it is believed, that better 
services cannot be rendered to Christianity than by giving its re- 
cords ‘to; a great people in the heart of Christendom, where the pre- 
valent ignorance of our religion almost surpasses belief. 
D7 4 te ’ 
Extract from the Second Annual Report of the Board of Managers 
of the Kenrucxy Avxiiary Biste Socrery, presented April 
2. 1818. 


The managers have done very little during the past year, as it 
respects the ultimate object of the Society. They conceive, how- 
ever, their efforts have been directed, and with effect, to a most no- 
ble object, which, when accomplished, will enable the Society to 
prosecute its grand designs with the happiest result. 

At our last meeting, it was stated to you that hopes were entertain- 
ed that the American Bible Society would locate a set of their Ste- 
reotype Plates at Lexington. Since that period some doubts arose 
in the minds, of the Managers of the American Bible Society, wheth- 
er it,would be most advisable to locate the Plates designed for the 
western country at Pittsburgh or at Lexington. ‘The final determina- 
tion of the managers has been in favour of this place. 

As the American Bible Society are about to send out two sets of 
types, [Stereotype Plates,] it will doubtless be expected that we 
should immediately use them both. Unless we should be able to 
eflect this, neither the views of the parent Society, nor the demands 
of our fellow-citizens will be complied with. Our funds are yet 
small; but in this noble undertaking we must cast ourselves upon 
the blessing of Almighty God, and the liberality of our fellow-citi- 
zeus; resources which we hope will never fail in so good a cause. 
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We cannot forbear mentioning, that we esteem the location of this 
large printing establishment in Lexington, and in the midst of the 
western country, as a circumstance whith calls loudly for the grati- 
tude of the christian public, and anticipates a greater blessing to our 
town and country than any event that could have taken place. Let 
this Society prove herself worthy of the trust committed to her hands; 


and let each of us leave it as a dying charge to our children to perfect 
that which we have but begun. 


——— 


Extract from the First Annual Report of the Herkimer Bisir 
Sociery, presented at the Annual Meeting, February 10, 1818. 


As this is the first Annual Meeting of the Society, but little in- 
formation of our own operations can be presented, nor would this 
be the proper place to exhibit them.—QOur limits are small, cir- 
cumscribed with other large and operative societies, whose benevo- 
lence has on every side extended, in some measure, even tous. Great 
things are not to be expected; but the liberalities of some villages 
and. of some individuals, I trust will not be overlooked in the proper 
. place. Should this Society really be found to be small, should the 
inhabitants be found to be better supplied with Bibles than is usual, 
yet this should be no objection to the existence of such a society. 
{t should not in the least degree paralize our exertions. * But I trust 
this region is no better supplied than others. ‘That there are hun- 
dreds, if not thousands, in this country who have no Bibles, at least 
the families are but partially supplied with the word of God. But 
should we have no necessities: of our own, who that has a feeling 
heart or a pious mind, can survey the distant regions of death, with- 
out reaching out a benevolent hand to rescue from Satan the chil- 
dren of darkness—to recover from ruin the sons and daughters of 
gloom and despair. 

The good eflects of this institution are already beginning to 
appear. No inconsiderable attention is already excited among 
us, especially among the people of colour in this Village. ‘The 
encouragement of having Bibles has stimulated them to learn 
to read them, and some, who ten months ago scarcely knew 
their letters, | have heard reading the word of life. Should ene 
such soul be saved by these means, it would infinitely over ba- 
lance our whole exertions. 

— 
Extract from the Third Report of the Board of Managers of the 
_Brsre Society or Renssevarr County; read before the So- 
ciety May 25, 1818. 


During the year past 132 Bibles and 90 Testaments have been 
delivered by the Treasurer to the departments for distribution, and 
there remains on hand 298 Bibles and 150 Testaments. Since the 
organization of the Society 819 Bibles and 240 Testaments have 
been issued by the Treasurer for distribution. 

The balance in the hands of the Treasurer, at the date of the lasj. 
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Annual Report, was $86 95. The receipts of the year have been 
$214 18, and the expenditure $217 16, leaving a balance of $83 97 
in the Treasury. The Treasurer’s account, (annexed to this Re- 
port,) will furnish the particulars of the receipts and expenditures. 
Since the Society was organized there have been $1,152 43 receiv- 
ed, and $1,068 46 expended. It ought to be observed, that the princi- 
pal item of expenditure of the last year was a donation of $200 to 
the American Bible Society. The Managers are persuaded, that the So- 
ciety, on consideration, will approve of this donation, as it goes to in- 
crease a fund devoted to the noble and truly charitable design of distri- 
buting theScriptures among the destitute, wherever they are to be found. 
We have reason to believe that there are many destitute of the Bible in 
this county, and some might think that this should have prevented our 
making the donation. But let it be remembered, that although no 
Bibles or Testaments have been purchased the last year, a consider- 
able stock remains on hand; more, it is feared, than will be called for 
this year, unless greater exertions shall be made in the departments. 





Extract from the Second Annual Report of the Managers of the. 
Faverrevitte Avxitiary Brisie Society; read before the So- 
ciety June 11, 1818. 


Soon after the commencement of the second year the Managers 
received the first remittance from the Parent Society. This consist- 
ed of 200 Gaelic Bibles, substantially bound and handsomely printed. 
These Bibles, from the circumstance of none having been printed in 
this country, were sought after by the Natives of Scotland, and in 
many instances by their descendants, with the greatest avidity. 
They appeared to have recovered a long lost treasure, or to have met 
a long wished for friend. ‘The consequence was that the whole, with 
the exception of a very few, were immediately taken up, and used, as 
we hope, to edification. Among the applicants for these Bibles were 
some, and indeed many, who were abundantly able and willing to 
pay for them. ‘They alleged that they had no Bible in their houses, 
and the reason was, thatnone could be procured. The Managers there- 
fore concluded that they ought to accommodate them, and receive 
a fair price in return—they therefore sold to such as preferred pay- 
ing for them, at the rate of $2 percopy. They were however careful 
and even conscientious in bestowing them gratuitously, wherever this 
was necessary, and they directed their Agents in all instances to do the 
sane. 

This first remittance of Bibles being so soon distributed ; and there 
remaining many, even without the knowledge of the Managers, who 
had not been supplied, and who ardently wished it—the Managers 
Jost no time in ordering a second supply from the Parent Society. 
And here they take a lively pleasure in announcing the promptness 
and cheerfulness with whieh their order was attended to. Although 
that Society had none on hand, yet they lost no time in procuring’ 
the necessary supply from the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
A second remittance of 200 Gaelic Bibles has therefore just come to 
hand, which will in like manner be soon distributed. 
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But these, cheering as they may be, are not the only instances 
which the Managers have to record of the fidelity and promptness 
of the Parent Society. The Managers well knew, that not only 
Gaelic, but English Bibles were greatly needed in this section of the 
country. They therefore ordered a supply in our own language ; 
and they were happy in receiving 200 of an edition printed 
by the Parent Society. ‘These have all, with the exception of a 
very few, been also and in like manner distributed. But this supply, 
as the Managers have found, has been by no means adequate to the 
wants of the people. Applications, and indeed pressing requesis, 
have poured in upon us from a variety of quarters. We have had 
satisfactory information that more than 600 English Bibles may be 
readily distributed in a neighbouring county. These persons, in 
our view, have taken a correct view of the subject—that not only eve- 
ry family, but every individual composing that family, should have 
their own Bible. ‘They represent themselves as able aind willing to 
pay a fair price for them, and refuse (as they ought to do,) to receive 
them on any other terms. The Managers have therefore concluded to 
gratify them, and have forwarded their order for 1000 more, which 
they have been informed will be forwarded as speedily as possible.’ 
To sum up the whole—the Managers have received 400 Gaelic and 
200 English Bibles. Of these nearly 200 Gaelic and 200 English 
have been distributed, and measures are in a state of forwardness for 
the distribution of the other 200. 

Extract from the Fourth Report of the Managers of the Brstz So- 


cIETY oF JerrerRson County, Virgima, June 5, 1818. 


Our National Institution has, a few days ago, celebrated its second 
anniversary, with prospects most encouraging to the friends of the 
Bible. Its resources are rapidly increasing. It is becoming more 
and more an object of laudable ambition to be recognized as a Direc- 
tor or Member for life. May we not cherish the pleasing expecta- 
tion that at no very distant period, such will be the accession of 
wealth, and talents, and piety, to our National Society, that it will 
shed a new and an additional lustre round the American nawwe ! 
Rising in our horizon, like a new star of the first magnitude, it pro- 
mises soon to rival and even to excel in brilliancy all those which adorn 
the American hemisphere. Distinguished as America now is for the 
freedom, the mildness, and justice of her government, the wisdom of 
her statésmen, the skill and intrepidity of her soldiers, she will then 
be still more distinguished by the zealand diligence with which she 
diffuses through the world the word of eternal truth. The idea now 
most naturally associated, in the minds of. other nations, with the 
American name and character is, that of civil liberty ; soon, we fond- 
ly hope, it will be, the distribution of the Bible—Without dissolv- 
ing the association of civil liberty with the American name, one yet 
stronger may be formed, between that name and her Bible Societies. 
Without descending one single degree from that elevated rank which 
she has gained among the nations of the earth by her generous and 
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devoted attachment to her Republican Government, she may gain 
an elevation still higher by her enlightened zeal and persevering dili- 
gence in circulating the sacred Scriptures. The Sun does not de- 
prive the moon and the stars of their light, but only conceals them from 
view by his superiour splendour. May the lustre, surrounding the 
American name, derived from Bible Societies, be like that of the 
sun, rendering her other glories less perceivable, only by its superiour 
brilliancy. 

Anxious to aid in producing these happy results, your Managers 
cannot avoid embracing the present opportunity of recommending to 
their constituents, to cherish that zeal and employ that diligence 
which will, in some degree, be worthy the noble cause in which they 
are engaged, With this view let us use increasing industry in sup- 
plying the wants of this county. Let us inquire for those families 
and individuals not yet furnished with the Bible ; and when found, 
let us exert our utmost ingenuity in rendering the donation agreeable 
and useful tothem. Let us recommend it as the poor man’s treasure, 
as a balm to the wounded spirit, as the voice of mercy and peace to 
the afflicted, as the word of God, as the guide to Heaven. If all other 
efforts fail, let us entreat and persuade them to receive it as the gift 
of God. 

Our surplus funds we can send to the Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society, to be appropriated, by the wisdom of its Managers, in 
that way best calculated to answer the purpose for which they were 
given. 

——— 
Extract from the Sixth Annual Report of the Board of Managers of 
the Orseco County Brisue Society; June 11, 1818. 


Your managers have bought, within the last year, 320 Bibles and 
200 Testaments, which, with those bought and distributed since the 
formation of the Soeiety, amount to 1302 Bibles and 519 Testa- 
ments. There is now on hand 183 Testaments. 

Since the formation of our Society in 1812, we have distributed 
1261 Bibles and 500 Testaments. And by reports from several 
parts of the county, we believe that 2000 more may be distributed. 

a 
Extract from the Seventh Report of the Brsur Society or Sate 
anv Vicinity, June 10, 1818. 

In laying before you, on the present occasion, a brief statement of 
our proceedings the past year, it gives us much pleasure to%’ay that 
the Society has never been more useful in its own operations, in ad- 
dition to its more extensive effects through the medium of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, of which it is now a branch, and to whose funds 
it has contributed three hundred dollars the year past. 

There have issued from this Society 430 Bibles and 82 Testa- 
ments within the year; a larger number than has been usual. These, 
we trust, have been disposed of in a way the most likely to be use- 
ful. ‘They have been taken principally by single copies, or in small 
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numbers, for aalgegrs objects of charity, or by persons who would 
attend themselves to the distribution. 

Thirty-six Bibles were taken by Mr. Thomas Savage, for distri- 
bution in the western country. Jonesborough -and its vicinity, in 
the county of Washington, seem to have become a field for our cha- 
rity. About 40 have been there distributed the last year, under the 
care of a gentleman from this town, by whose faithful attention we 
are much obliged. Some of these have been sold at a low rate, and 
the receipts accounted for. 

Some Bibles have also been distributed in the same way at Fran- 
conia, N. H. which were received with strong expressions of gra- 
titude. 

About 50 have also been distributed in the county of Hancock. 

Some charity schools, particularly the female school for coloured 
people, in Salem, have also received assistance from us. 

he remainder were distributed in this county, where several fa- 
milies were still found without a Bible. 

The whole amount distributed since the formation of the Society 
is 2430 Bibles, and 482 Testaments. 

There are now in the treasury, at the disposal of the Society, two 
hundred and six dollars 77 cents, besides an investment of thirteen 
hundred dollars in United States stock, &c. 


i 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Biste Society or Marne, 
May 7, 1818. 


Since the 5th of June, 1817, 264 Bibles have been distributed ; 
100 have been sent to the Oxford Bible Society, 66 have been sold 
to subscribers, and 256 remain on hand. 

The whole number of Bibles distributed by this Institution since 
its establishment, is 3450, together with 261 Testaments. 

To put the Boble without note or comment into the hands: of men is 
an attempt to instruct and improve them, which is liable to no ob- 
jections that must not be first advanced against the scriptures them- 
selves ; those sacred oracles, that are able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation, that are most propitious to the present happiness of human 
béings in all the various relations in which they are placed, and that 
strike the only effectual blow at vice and the evils of which itis pro- 
ductive. . 

Let therefore the great experiment be made, must every well wish- 
er to his fellow-creatures exclaim. Let the word of God have a free 
course, and let it be seen what the effect will be of passing its purify- 
ing streams over the corruptions of mankind. Those who believe its 
prophecies know that *this experiment will be made; and that the 
word that shall go forth shall not return void; but it shall accom- 
plish the pleasure of the Lord, and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
to he sends it. 

252 
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Extract from the Fourth Report of the Newarx Brsie Society, 
June 25th, 1818. 


On this occasion the Managers are happy to state, that the insti- 
tution committed to their direction has not ceased to flourish—and its 
concerns were never more hopeful than at the present time. Hither- 
to the smiles of Heaven have succeeded our humble endeavours to 
diffuse the Word of Life—and in proportion to the evidences of use- 
fulness to our fellow-men, have our hearts been cheered, and our la- 
bours made light. As the benevolent objects of the Society have be- 
come distinctly known, so has its influence extended, and its means of 
doing good augmented. Public beneficence has kept pace with its 

owth—tenderness and brotherly affection have characterized the 
Bisciety—esid the utmost cordiality and coincidence of sentiment 
have distinguished all the deliberations of the Board. 

It is scarcely necessary for the Managers to remark, that two 
years have elapsed since this Society became auxiliary to the AmE- 
xicaNn Brsite Sociery—a Society not less distinguished for its libe- 
rality than for its exertion—a Society which may truly be said to be 
a national monument of christian labour and benevolence. Conse- 
quently our field of operation has been retrenched—our labours lo- 
cated to the Society’s immediate vicinity. While we have supplied 
the wants of the needy among ourselves, our surplus funds have 
been consecrated to the use of the National Institution. And though 
much has been done by us in this place and its vicinity, we are sensi- 
ble there still remains great room for the exercise of our charity and 
benevolence. 

From the report of the Treasurer of this Society, it appears that at 
the commencement of the year now expired, the unexpended funds, 
at that time amounted to $9 59. That subsequently, at the deli- 
very of the anniversary address, $82 2 cents were collected ; and 
$142 have been received from annual subscriptions; w hich, in- 
cluding x some small donations, &c. make the receipts of the 
Society to amount the present year to $256 37 cents. The dis- 
bersements during the same period amount to $231 4 cents; leaving 
m the hands of the ‘Treasurer, at the present time, only $25 83 
cents. The principal items of expenditure are $118 46 cents paid 
to the Philade iphia Bible Society, for Bibles furnished our order the 
preec ding year to the Rev. Mr. Barr Baldwin in his missionary tour 
in the Western country; and a donation of $100 to the American 
Bible Society. The Managers notice with thankfulness a number of 
private donations from their fellow townsmen. 


— — 


NEW JERSEY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The eighth anniversary of this institution was celebrated at Bur- 
lington, New-Jersey, the 26th August, 1813. ‘The meeting was at- 
tended by a numerous and respectable assemblage of citizens of 
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both sexes. No religious exercises were performed except the 
reading of a pee, in the Bible. The venerable President of 
the Society, Dr. Elias Boudinot, opened the business of the day 
by an address, the substance of which, we understand, will be shortly 
published. After the reading of the Annual Report, addresses 
were delivered by the Rector of St. Mary’s church, Burlington, 
Rev. Dr. A. Green, President, Rev. Dr. Charles Wharton of Nassau 
Hall College, and Rev. Dr. S. Miller, Professor of Theological 
Seminary at Princeton. 

A resolution was unanimously passed by the Society, recom- 
mending the establishment of bible Associations in every city, town, 
and neighbourhood throughout the State, where the numbers, sen- 
timents, and circumstances of the people may render the same 
expedient and practicable. 


Rev. Dr. Wharton’s Address. . 


Mr. PrEsipeEnr, 


It is with great difidence that I rise to address you before this 
respectable assembly. It would indeed be presumption in me to 
flatter myself, that whatever I can say respecting the design, the 
excellence, and the advantages of bible institutions, should add 
new feelings to the high and sacred estimation in’ which they are 
now held. The pious acclamations with which the establishment 
of these Societies has been welcomed by the voice of Christendom, 
and the astonishing, { had almost said, the miraculous success 
which has attended their operations, are sufficient evidence of the 
deep, and I trust lasting impression, which their importance has 
made upon the public mind and the hearts of their meinbers. 

In viewing the rise and progress, and in looking forward to the 
probable issue of these associations, the only danger is, lest te 
mind should be carried beyond the bound of temperate exultation ; 
or, recollecting the ages that are past, should experience too pain- 
ful a sensation that this blessed work has been so long deferred. 
But, Sir, as from many other distressing recollections, so from 
this also, may spring up fresh motives for exertion. When we 
behold with the eye of pity, the manifold and awful calamities 
which, from the early days of Christianity, have grieviously afilict- 
ed and debased its professors ; leaving them little more than a name : 
when we strive to account for the numerous and destructive here- 
sies, the disgusting immoralities, the puerile hallucinations, and 
the contemptible superstitions, which in many ages of the church 
have obscured the splendour of her doctrines, the purity of her 
morals, and the rationality of her worship, we do not immediately 
perceive that these mighty evils sprong, principally, either from the 
difficulties in procuring, or from withholding from the general use the 
volume of revelation. 'True indeed it is, that, within the four first 
centuries of the Christian era, the gospel had been preached to all 
the civilized world. Beyond the frozen Caucasus its standard had 
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been erected on the plains of Persia, and its votaries had establish- 
ed themselves on the shores of Hindostan. From Egypt it had 
penetrated beyond the sources of the Nile; and Nubia and Abyssi- 
nia had been gladdened with the tidings of salvation’ The south- 
ern shores of the Mediterranean had beheld very flourishing 
churches rising over the ruins of idolatry ; and the western Provin- 
ces of the Empire having submitted to the gentle yoke of Christi- 
anity, the victorious eagles of Rome-had at last crouched to the 
banner of the Cross. 

In the mean time the precious seeds of divine truth had been 
scattered over the regions of the north; and before the end of the 
seventh century, the praises of God and his Christ were echoed 
along the frozen gulphs of the Baltic, and among the lakes and 
mountains north of the Tweed. Thus was Christianity established 
in a manner most wonderful and miraculous. “The sound of 
twelve obscure Gallileans” went into all the earth, “and their 
words to the end of the world.” The Christian Church, soon after 
its rise, is already of wider extent than the empire of the Cossacs. 
Seven hundred years of victory were necessary to build-up the 
empire. of Rome; but Christianity, without any arms but the 
“sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” reigns over all 
nations. In vain does the whole world exert all its force to sup- 
press it. In vain do sages, and philosophers, and emperors, unite 
to overthrow it. Every thing proves weak when opposed to the 
Christians. The Apostles are reviled, abused, imprisoned, and 
murdered ; but this does not check the march of their enterprise. 
They are replaced by their disciples, the inheritors of their con- 
stancy and courage, which surmount every obstacle which men and 
devils oppose to their labours. Death, the fatal principle of des- 
truction to other Societies, serves only to multiply the number of 
christians: until at length the generality of men open their eyes 
to the light, the temples are forsaken, sacrifices cease to be offer- 
ed, marble and bronze are no longer divinities, and Jesus, by a 
kind of triumph ‘totally unprecedented, and peculiar to himself, 
converts his bitter enemies into worshippers of his name. With 
Constantine, the cross ascends the imperial throne; and Rome, 
who holds in her hands all the sceptres of the earth, employs them 
for the protection of the Gospel. This city, mistress of the nations, 
falls soon after a prey to the barbarous swarms of the north, who 
overturn that monarchy which had swallowed up all others. The 
greatest part of the States formed out of these ruins fall likewise in 
their turn ; but in the midst of concussions which shake the nations, 
the church of Christ alone, immoveable as her Divine Head, bids 
defiance to the powers of Hell and Death, which were never to pre- 
vail against her; and at length beholds these conquerors who have 
held the capital of the world in chains, submitting to her yoke, and 
glorying in being her children. Now, Sir, [ trust it will readily be 
admitted, that after the miraculous powers had been withdrawn 
from the church, her astonishing triumph over a flagitious and 
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idolatrous world could only be attributed, under Providence, to 
the faithful labours of her ministers, and a constant appeal to the law 
and the testimony contained in the scriptures. As long as this con- 
tinued, so long was she assailed in vain by hosts of heretics, rabbies, 
and subtle philosophists. The calumnies of Trypho, the plausi- 
bilities of Platonism, the powerful weapons of extensive erudition, 
and refined ridicule, wielded by Celcus, Porphyry, and Julian, fell 
harmless at her feet while cased in the heavenly panoply of the 
written word. Secure in this impenetrable armour, she defied the 
fiery darts of her wicked or deluded assailants. When heresies 
began to abound, and the mystery of iniquity began already to 
work, ‘ heaven-taught champions arose, and knew where to 
find weapons to combat the threatening monsters.” The Apos- 
tles, “says Ireneus, preached the gospel, but afterwards delivered 
it to us in the scriptures, to be the foundation and pillar of our 
faith.” 

“1 do not follow men, “says Justin Martyr, in fis controversy 
with Trypho the Jew, or human doctrines, but I follow God, and 
what he taught.” And the great defender of the Trinity, the illus- 
trious Athanasius, when confuting the gentiles, lays jt down as a 
principle, that, ‘ the holy and divinely inspired scriptures suffice for 
our instruction in all truth.” 

Sir, nothing would be more easy than to produce a multitude of 
citations from the primitive Fathers, all tending to declare the suf- 
ficiency, perspicuity, and potency of the Scriptures, in defending 

' and elucidating the doctrines of salvation. ** All things,” says one of 
them “are clearand perspicuous, and nothing contradictory can be 
found in the Scriptures.” ‘The Seripture,” says another, “ ex- 
pounds itself, and does not suffer the reader to err.” ‘“‘ Whatever,” 
says another, “has no authority from the Scriptures, is despised 
as easily as it is alleged.” Ina word, the great doctor of grace, St. 
Austin, with bis usual force and accuracy, thus sums up the only 
method by which the church in his day maintained the purity of 
the faith. ‘ Let no one say this is true, because this or that person 
has wrought such and such miracles, or because some are heard 
who pray at the monuments (ad memortas) of the martyrs, or 
because such and such things happen there, or because he or she 
has seen such a vision when awake, or dreamed while asleep. Away 
with these fictions of lying men, or prodigies of deceitful spirits. 
Tnsist on their showing you some manifest testimonies from the 
Canonical Books. Remember the saying of our Lord, they have 
Moses and the Prophets.” 

‘Thus it was, Sir,that the church was nourished, propagated, and 
defended, in her primitive days. The Bree was the charter of her 
rights, and the umpire of her decisions. 'To this she always appealed, 
and never appealed in vain. But the day of her trial was rapidly ap- 
proaching. By the eruption of the Northern hordes of Barbarians, 
the Christian world was thrown into utter confusion, and rapine 
and ignorance pervaded the western empire. The lukewarmness 
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of Christians had already become very general, their’ first love 
had grown cold ; orthodoxy had been made a substitute for piety ; 
and the direful judgment which followed seemed to justify the de- 
claration of Attila, the leader of the Huns, that he was indeed “ the 
scourge of God.” Amidst the calamities of this most disastrous 
period of the world, when whole libraries became a prey to de- 
vouring flames, we may readily imagine, that many of the compa- 
ratively few copies of the Scriptures were lost or destroyed. ‘The 
conquerors, it is true, shortly after embraced the religion of the 
yanquished ; but this instead of diminishing, only increased the 
evil. ‘The circulation of manuscript copies of the Scriptures could 
bear no proportion to the increase of nominal christians, and such 
was the general ignorance that prevailed for many centuries, that 
the greater part of those who could afford to purchase any of these 
copies were unable to read them. But when we know, moreover, 
from authentic records, that, in addition to the difficulties in ob- 
taining = of the holy Scriptures, the reading of them was pro- 
hibited under the heaviest censures of the church, we may readily 
conceive what an overwhelming deluge must of course.have inun- 
dated all the regions of Christendom, tearing up the foundations of 
faith, and demolishing all the enclosures of virtue, and exhibiting 
in every quarter the marks of desolation. Sir, it would be paintub 
to myself, and I trust irksome to this assembly, to dwell in detail on 
these disastrous times. Their history may be read in the affecting 
and pious lamentationsof those who witnessed them—in the writings 
of a Bernard, and other holy men, who occasionally illumined the 
dismal gloom, and who deplored, with aching hearts and streaming 
eyes, the mental and spiritual famine around them ; while, strange 
as it may seem, a dearth of the bread of life, the only source of these 
disorders, seldom or never occurred to their minds. Conscious 
that they experienced in themselves that “the gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation,” but intent at the same time upon certain 
observances, which it neither enjoins nor countenances, they erro- 
neously imagined that with the majority of Christians the latter 
might serve as a substitute for an accurate knowledge of the for- 
mer. They did not reflect, that by the Bisxe the Spirit of God has 
guided the Christian church into whatever truth she has at any 
time known and believed ; that by this book He has convinced the 
world of sin, and justified the Son of Man from the malicious slan- 
ders of his enemies; that by this book he consoles us for the ab- 
sence of our Lord, and instructs us in things to come ; that by this 
he reigus ; and that where this is found, his kingdom reaches also ; 
that by this weapon, proceeding from the mouth of God, shall the 
enemies of his Christ be at length extirpated from the world ; and 
that by this we may conclude, as by the rule of God’s approbation, 
shall the secrets of all hearts be finally made known, in tbat 
day when “ whosoever is not found written in the book of life shall 
be cast into the lake of fire.” 

Upon the whole, Sir, {think we may fairly conclude, that to this in- 
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attention to the Seriptures in the clergy, to this inability to procure 
them in the laity, the discouragement given to their circulation and 
perusal, and inaword, to the general ignorance prevailing concerning 
them, we may fairly attribute a great proportion of the moral and 
doctrinal evils which marked the gradual approach to “the iron, 
leaden, and dark, ages of the Church,” (as Cardinal Baronius very 
justly styles them,) and to those which succeeded down to the re- 
formation. At this auspicious era the unfettered word of God was 
allowed a free course through many christian nations. Light and 
life attended every stage of its progress, and the dark monsters of 
superstition and bigotry were compelled to retreat, with sullen re- 
luctance, from many regions over which they had reigned fer ages 
wiih uncontroled domimion. Alarmed at these rapid encroach- 
menis upon their system, the enemies to the feee circulation of 
the Scriptures were roused from their long slumbers ; and with un- 
precedented activity laboured to counteract them. Innumerable 
Missionaries, glowing with zeal and panting for martyrdom, were 
dispatched to the most distant quarters of the globe. By the in- 
defatigable labours of Francis Xavier in the East, and of his asso- 
ciates in the West, innumerable multitudes were induced to re- 
nounce their idolatrous worship, and many churches were establish- 
ed, which, alas! enjoyed only an ephemeral existence. Built upon 
a foundation which nothing but Scriptural knowledge could pre- 
serve from decay, they were unable to withstand the storms and 
tempests. that soon began to assail them: and like the seven 
churches of Asia, who neglected what the Sprrir said to them by 
his holy word, they were induced “ to follow after cunningly devis- 
ed fables ;” and deprived of the infallible oracles of God, 
which alone could make them wise unto salvation, they first 
became neither “ cold-nor hot,” then, “ wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked :” and finally disappearing, now live only in the 
pages of history. ‘They were planted indeed by men of. heroic 
courage and ardent zeal, but were ignorant and inattentive to that 
divine and sufficient energy of the Scriptures which alone can 
nourish a preached Gospel into a life-giving system, and sanction 
the doctrines of fallible teachers, when present, or supply in a con- 
siderable degree their removal. ‘They had before them the signal 
instance of the Jewish church, which subsequent to the Babylonish 
captivity, was ever after preserved from idolatry, by appointing in 
their synagogues the constant and public reading of the Scriptures ; 
and they might have remembered, that the primitive fathers of 
the church appealed continually to them, as the judges of divine 
truth, and recommended them as such to the Christians of their 
day. These things, however, a blind deference to living authority 
induced them to overlook, and the consequence bas been such zs 
I have mentioned. I trust, Sir, that what has now been said, will 
not be construed into the most distant reflection on any christian 
Community in our Land. No, Sir, the badge of our Society is 
universal love; and ‘its aim, the most expanded benevolence. 
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Where virtue ard piety are found, we take no exception at aname ; 
and blessed be God, every name among christians seems to have 
caught the heavenly flame first kindled by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and, is entering either silently, or explicitly into its 
views, and emulating its exertions. But among the reformed 
churches, even down to our own days, great has been the scarcity 
of the holy Scriptures. Editions indeed, of the Bible, have been 
multiplied throughout Christendom, and have found their way to 
the libraries of public institutions, and of opulent individuals, but, 
like the five barley loaves, what were they among so many millions 
of famishing multitudes. Nothing but a similar miraculous multi- 
plication of the bread of life could supply their urgent wants ; and 
this, blessed be God, we have lived to witness ; and in this, through 
his mercy, we arépermitted to partake. We have seen, and have 
united with a Society of fellow-christians, which, like “ another 
angel flying through the midst of heaven,” not content to possess the 
everlasting gospel itself, was raised up at the time appointed by the 
inscrutable and immutable decrees of Providence, working all 
things according to his own will, “to preach it to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people.” Great, Mr. President, though 
unmerited, is the privilege conferred upon us, of sharing in the la- 
bours and glory of this heavenly undertaking. Let us duly appreci- 
ate it by discarding all minor considerations, and by concentrating 
all the scattered forces of our christian community to the beating 
down of the kingdom of Satan, sin, and death. Let our messen- 
gers of salvation go forth, with the Bible in their hands, and its 
sp'r#t in their hearts, and let the grand experiments be repeated in 
this fatter age of the world, whether the word of God, circulated 
ainong the heathen and nominal christians, and faithfully preached 
by those who are duly sent, may not induce those to believe and 
these torepent. Whether if Paul shall plant or Apollos water, the 
holy Spirit will not give the increase through the only infallible 
communication ever vouchsafed to mankind. 

Sir, I have offered these few remarks under the impression, that 
a recollection of the past evils which attended the ignorance of 
the Scriptures, may prove an additional stimulus in the bosom of 
every Christian to obviate their recurrence, and to insure success 
to the most godlike association which the world ever witnessed, by 


the united, zealous, and persevering exertions of all their members 
on this Western continent. 


ie + 


Report of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting of the 


Missionary Society or Lonpvon, .day 14, 1818. 


Betovep Breturen, 


The Divine Redeemer, whose we are, and whom, in this Institu- 
fion, we are associated to serve, permits us once more to enjoy the 
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privilege of assembling together, to promote the single object of 
our union—the glory of Christ in the salvation of the heathen, 
May He, whose interest we espouse, and in whose name we meet, 
be in the midst of us, while we rehearse what God hath wrought by 
our Missionaries, and how he hath opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentiles. | 

The Directors will now proceed to give a concise’ account of 
the labours of our brethren, and the various degrees of success 
with which it hath pleased God to follow them. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


Ar the last Annual Meeting of this Society, the Directors had 
the pleasure of communicating the interesting intelligence they had 
received from respectable individuals in New South Wales, con- 
cerning the state of the South Sea Mission; they have now the 
satisfaction of reporting, that the whole of that information has 
been abundantly confirmed by an official letter from the Society 
of Missionaries, dated at Eimeo, August the 13th, 1816, and re- 
ceived in January last. 

It will be recollected, that when Pomare, the King of Otaheite, 
returned to that Island from Eimeoto resume his government, and 
to reinstate his friends in the possessions which they had been obli- 
ged by a rebellious party to abandon, he was assailed on the beach 
by a number of the insurgents, but who appeared for a season to 
be pacified by his conciliatory behaviour. In a short time after- 
wards however, they renewed their hostility, and made a desperate 
assault on the king and his people while they were assembled for 
worship on the morning of the Lord’s-day ; but the assailing party, 
soon losing their chief, were thrown into confusion, and completely 
routed. Contrary, however, to the usual practice of their wars, 
the king issued strict orders that the fugitives should not be pursu- 
ed; that the women and children should not be injured; and that 
the slain should be decently interred. This humane conduct, 
which he had learned from the Gospel, produced the most salutary 
effect on the people. ‘They were won by his kindness; and many 
of them united in the public thanksgivings offered to Jehovah on 
the evening of that Sabbath, declaring that their idols had deceiv- 
ed them, and that they would trust them no longer. 

Pomare was now, by universal consent, restored to the govern- 
ment of Otaheite and its dependencies. In his progress through 
the several districts, to replace his friends in their estates, he con- 
stituted, as chiefs, many of those who had long attended the minis- 
try of the Missionaries, and who had made a public profession of 
their faith. The people at large, assisted and encouraged by their 
chiefs, demolished the Morais, overthrew the altars, and burned 
their gods in the fire. Idolatry was at once completely abolished, 
and the worship of Jehovah substituted in.its.place. Numerous 
buildings for that purpose were immediately erected in every dis- 
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trict,* and meetings for prayer held in them thrice on the Lord’s- 
day, (which is strictly and universally observed,) and once on the 
Wednesday. 

The king after having destroyed the public idols, sent those 
which had long been held sacred in his family to the Missionaries, 
leaving it to their option, either to burn them or send them to this 
Society, “that the people in England might see what foolish 
gods,” as he calls them, “ they had formerly worshipped.” The 
latter measure was determined upon by our brethren; who were 
aware what a high degree of satisfaction (may we not say pious ex- 
ultation) the public exposure of them would produce. 

As soon as circumstances would admit, some of the Missionaries 


from Eimeo visited Otaheite, at the request ofthe people, and preach- 


ed in every district to large and attentive congregations, who rea- 
dily assembled wherever they went, and whose decorous behaviour 
was highly encouraging. 

The school at Eimeo, notwithstanding former discourage- 
ments, now prospers greatly ; and many hundreds of those who had 
received instruction in it, being by various circumstances dis- 
persed, have become the teachers of others; and thus the know- 
ledge of reading and writing has been spread far and wide. 

hen the Missionaries wrote, (which is now twenty-one months 
since,) it was calculated that three thousand persons were in posses- 
sion of books, and able to make use of them; many hundreds 
could read well. They are also in possession of About 400 copies of the 
Old Testament history, and 400 of the New, which is an abridge- 
ment of the four Evangalists, and part of the Acts. Many chap- 
ters also of St. Luke’s gospel, in manuscript, are in circulation, to- 
gether with about 1000 copies of the Catechism, composed and 
printed for their use, and which several hundreds of the people can 
perfectly repeat. ‘The call for more spelling-books was urgent, 
and we hope has long since been answered by a new edition print~ 
ed at Port Jackson. But their own press will now supply their 
wants, so that Otaheite, and several other islands will soon be fur- 
nished with parts of the Holy Scriptures, and with elementary 
books, in their own language. : 


But the blessings of this spiritual revolution are by no means 


* A private letter says, there are about 50 places of worship in Otaheite 
alone ; and that family worship is general among the inhabitants. 

t+ The Rev. Mr. Marsden, of Port Jackson, to whose care they were con- 
signed by the Missionaries, thus writes concerning*them: 31st Oct. 1816, “I 
have now the unspeakable satisfaction of forwarding to you Tue Ipot Gops 
oF OraHeEITE, as the glorious spoils of idolatry; no event could have given 
me more pleasure. They are now lying prostrate on the table before me ; 
and were we not certain of the fact, we could not believe that any human 
beings could place their salvation in these wretched images, and offer up hu- 
man sacrifices to avert their anger.” 


N. B. The ship Willerby, by which they were sent from Port Jackson, hav- 


ing proceeded on a trading voyage to Indva, had not arrived in England when 
this Report was made. 
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confined to the two islands of Otaheite and Eimeo, they appear to 
be rapidly extending to several islands adjacent. The small islands 
of Tapuamanu and Teturoa are, in profession, “ Christian islands ;” 
and there also the Morais are destroyed, and human sacrifices and 
infant murder abolished, while the natives are urgent to obtain the 
instruction of the Missionaries. 

In the islands which they call “ the Leeward Islands,” the same 
hopeful symptoms appear. ‘Tapa, the principal chief, has openly 
renounced idolatry, and embraced Christianity ; and his example 
has been followed by most of the other chiefs, and by a large ma- 
jority of the people in the four “ Society Isles,” Huaheine, Tahaa, 
Borabora, and Raiatea. One of the Missionaries, in a letter to a 
friend, says, that in Huaheine, Raiatea, and Borabora, there are 
nearly four thousand who embrace the Gospel. 

Mr. Hayward, in a letter to a friend, says “In every district 
round the island (Otaheite) we found a house erected, where the 
natives on the Sabbath assemble three times, and on every Wed- 
nesday evening, for prayer; and here they met with us to hear the 
word of the true God. Our congregations often exceeded 400, 
and were never less than 100, all, in general, attentive hearers. We 
commenced our mission at Oparre, and closed it at Matavai, our 
old residence. We had not been long in this district before our 
old neighbours came and requested Brother Nott to preach to 
them ; they likewise informed us, that the ground where our hous- 
es and gardens formerly stood, and the whole of the district from 
Taraa to Tapahi, the boundaries of the district, should be ours if 
we would return to reside among them again. This happened 
on the 6th of March, the same day 19 years since the first Mission- 
aries landed in Taheite from the ship Duff.” Some of the chiefs 
of these islands have sent repeated messages, requesting the breth- 
ren to come and teach them ; and one of them reminded the Mis- 
sionaries that ‘ Jesus Christ and his apostles did not confine their 
instructions to one place or country.” Such an intimation from a 
heathen chief (if such he may now be called) carries with it pro- 
digious force. 

he Directors are happy in reflecting upon the measures the 

have adopted, in sending out ten more Missionaries (including Mr. 
Crook from Port Jackson, and Mr. Gyles) to assist in this great, 
and, they trust, growing work ; they have reason to believe that they 
all are now at their post, diligently engaged in acquiring that lan- 
guage, in which it will be their privilege to publish, to attentive 
thousands, the glad tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ—in preach- 
ing to a people who appear to be “ prepared for the Lord.” 

The Directors cannot pass on to a branch of their Report with- 
out making a pause, and presenting a few reflections on these great 
and glorious events. They cannot but consider the work of God 
among these distant islanders as forming not only a remarkable era 
in the history of this Society, but as furnishing a memorable event 
in the general history of the Christian church. The event appears 
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to them to be almost, if not altogether, without a parallel in eccle- 
siastical history. These islands, it is true, are not very populous, but 
they are numerous ; and it may be expected that, when the intel- 
ligence spreads, as it will, from island to island, and numbers of the 
converts are dispersed among the inhabitants, general inquiry will 
be excited, and the knowledge of Christ be widely diffused. To- 
gether with the blessings of the Gospel, the useful arts of civiliza- 
tion will doubtless be communicated ; idolatry, cruelty, and war 
will be suppressed, and the multitudes of isles become obedient 
unto the faith. 

May we not also indulge the expectation that future Missionaries, 
in various parts of the world, will, from the example of our brethren 
in Otaheite, learn patiently to persevere in well-doing, and not aban- 
don their stations because they do not immediately perceive the 
fruit of their labours. It will not soon be forgotten that the Mission- 
aries in these Islands laboured for 17 or 18 years, amidst all kinds 
of discouragement, yet, after all, were crowned with a success which 
far exceeded all their expectations. 

In fine, the Society cannot but feel itself called upon to unite this 
day in offering up the most ardent praises and thanksgivings to the 
God of all grace, who, in answer to prayer, has poured down his 
Holy Spirit in such a copious measure, and has turned the barren 
desert into a fruitful field: to Him be the glory wholly ascribed, 
while with grateful hearts we renew the dedication of ourselves to 
him, encouraged by his goodness to continue and redouble our 
efforts to spread abroad throughout the whole habitable earth the 
sweet savour of the knowledge of Christ.* 


CHINA. 


Our Missionary, Dr. Morrison,} perseveres in the laborious and 
important task of translating the sacred volume into the language of 
China. In addition to the whole.of the New Testament, which has 
been for several years in circulation, he has finished the books of 
Exodus, Ruth, and the Psalms, and has entered upon the prophecy 
of Isaiah. His labours suffered a suspension of a few months by his 
journey to Pekin, as one of the interpreters who accompanied his 
Excellency Lord Amherst, the British Ambassador to the Emperor 
of China. This interruption will, however, we trust, be compen- 


* The state of the few inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island, the descendants of the 
mutineers on board the Bounty, as reported by some of our countrymen who 
teuched there in Sept. 1814, could not but engage the attention of the Direc- 
tors, who therefore gladly embraced an opportunity of sending, bya vessel bound 
to the South Seas, a present of Bibles, prayer-books, spelling-books, &c. with 
a letter to John Adams, expressing the good will of the Society towards them, 
and their hope that they shall be enabled to send them a Missionary to instruct 
them in the knowledge of the gospel. 

+ The title of Doctor in Divinity was unanimously and gratuitously _ 
by the Senatus Academicus of the University of Glasgow, as a reward of his phi- 
lological labours. 
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sated by the additional knowledge which his journey through seve- 
ral provinces, and his intercourse with the natives of all ranks, ena- 
bled him to acquire of the language, customs, and especially of the - 
religious views, of the vast population of that extensive empire. 

Dr. Morrison and Mr. Milne having finished the translation of se- 
veral books of the Old Testament, have made such arrangements 
with regard to the rest, that they hope, if it please God to give them 
health, to complete the whole in the course of the present year. 

We regret exceeding!y that the opposition of the Chinese Go- 
vernment to the labours of Dr. Morrison still continues, and that his 
progress in printing has thereby been impeded; it is, however, pleas- 
ing to learn thatthe work is going forward at Malacca, Dr Morrison 
having committed to the care of Mr. Milne the superintendance of 
a large edition of the New Testament, consisting of eight thousand 
copies in duodecimo, and fifteen hundred in octavo.* 


MAWUACCA., 


WE are sorry to state that Mr. Milne has suffered much by severe 
illness. Fears were entertained lest his valuable services should be 
speedily terminated. But we indulge a hope that his voyage to Chi- 
na, will be beneficial. Mrs. Milne, who had been very dangerous- 
ly ill, had previously taken a voyage to that country. 

Mr. Milne had paid a visit to Penang (or Prince of Wales’ Island,) 
where he was most kindly received by Governor Petrie and many 
other gentlemen, was favoured with many excellent opportunities 
of sending copies of the Chinese New Testament, catechisms, and 
tracts, to Siam, where it is said 20,000 Chinese reside, to Rhio, 
Cochin-China, and various other places where the Chinese are 
found in great numbers, as well as of conversing on religious sub- 
jects with the sailors belonging to the vessels by which they were 
conveyed. In Penang only, there are said to be 8,000 Chinese in- 
habitants, among whom Mr. Milne went from house to house, dis- 
tributing the scriptures and tracts. Mr. M. calculates that in China 
and Malacca together, there have been printed and circulated not 
less than 36,000 Chinese pamphlets and tracts, exclusive of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. May we not hope that some of the good seed so li- 
berally disseminated will spring up, and produce much fruit to the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. Towards the great expense 
of printing Chinese tracts, the Religious Tract Society in London 
have liberally contributed the sum ef £500. 


*Dr. Morrison is proceeding with his great work Taz Cutnese Dietionasy, 
a Second Part of which has been received in London, price 10s. 6d. and whieh 
we beg leave to recommend to the friends of literature, who will serve D. M. 
and family by their patronage of it. His Chinese Grammar is also come to 
hand, and is sold by Black & Co. Leadenhall Street, at £1. 11s. 6d. Dr. M, 
has also just published, A Collection of Dialogues and Detached Sentences, in 
Chinese and English, with a free and verbal rendering, price 10s. ; also, A View 
of China for Philological Purposes; containing a Sketch of Chinese Chronolo- 


gy, Geography, Population, Government, Religion, and Customs, &e. &e. price 
£1. 1s, 
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Mr. Milne’s labours appear to have been abundant. He has trans- 
lated the books of Genesis and Deuteronomy, and part of Joshua, 
into the Chinese language ; he has also paid considerable attention 
to the Malay, in which he can read with tolerable facility. He has 
now two Chinese schools, into which he has introduced the Lancas- 
terian plan, as far as it was practicable. The children learn Dr. Mor- 
rison’s Chinese Catechism. 

Mr. Thomsen is proceeding with the Malay Mission. He has 
translated the Ten Commandments, and Dr. Watts’ first Catechism. 
Mr. Milne wrote an introduction to the Ten Commandments, ex- 
plaining their design ; judging that the holy law of God, as express- 
ed in the Decalogue, is peculiarly calculated to stri@at the root of 
their false principles, base practices, and abominable idolatries. 

The arrival of Mr. Medhurst at Malacca, in July last, afforded 
great satisfaction to Mr. Milne, as he appears to be well qualified to 
superintend the press, having been brought up to the business of a 
ng and having made some proficiency in the learned languages.* 

his settlement has now the advantage of possessing two presses, 
with suitable workmen, and an able superintendant. Mr. Thomsen, 
who obtained in England a knowledge of letter-founding, will ma- 
terially assist in this department. The buildings necessary for the 
several purposes of the Mission have lately been much extended ; 
but the expenditure, though considerable, will, we trust, be richly 
compensated by the utility of this very important institution, from 
which, throughout the numerous and populous regions of India be- 
yond the Ganges, we trust the waters of the sanctuary will issue to 
fertilize the vast and dreary waste. | 

The Directors, urged by the solicitation of Dr. Morrison and Mr. 
Milne, have lately sent out four additional labourers, Messrs. Milton, 
Fleming, Beighton, and Ince,t the first of whom is designated to 
the Chinese Mission, the other three to such stations in the East 
as may be deemed the most necessitous and the most promising. 


AMBOYNA. 


Accounts received from Mr. Kam, at Amboyna, are very encou- 
raging. His stated ministry in the Dutch Church appears to have 
been greatly blessed, as well as his preaching to the Heathen, in the 
Malay tongue. In the year 1816’he baptized nearly 200 adults, who 
had relinquished the religion of Mahomet, and professed to embrace 
the gospel of Christ. The number of heathens and Mahomedans 
who have made a profession of Christianity through his instrumen- 


*Mr. Medhurst, while at Madras, was appointed agent of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society at Malacca and Penang, and was furnished with a quan- 
tity of Dutch, Portuguese, and Arabic Bibles for distribution. 

+ These Missionaries, with the wives of Mr. B. and Mr. J. were exposed for 
several weeks to severe storms, and particularly to that which happened on the 
4th of March. Their apparent danger was extremely great, and their preser- 
vation demands the thanksgivings of the Society to their great preserver. They 
embarked at Gravesend, Feb. 18, but were driven about by stormy winds un- 
til the 24th of March, when they left Spithead, with a fair wind. 
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tality, since his arrival in Amboyna, exceeds 1200. Mr. Kam has 
commenced the building of a place of worship for the use of 
the heathen slaves, but the work has been impeded in conse- 
quence of the distressing events which have taken place in the 
island, which have also occasioned some interruption of his own 
labours. The unhappy commotions in Amboyna have occa- 
sioned much bloodshed. The insurgents endeavoured to compel 
the Christian inhabitants to join them, many of whom, on their 
refusal, were cruelly murdered. Mr. Kam appears to have been in 
some personal danger, so that he says, in a letter to the Directors, 
*“O my God, my soul is cast down within me; all thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me: yet neither my body nor my soul 
has been hurt. I have escaped many dangers by land and by sea; 
and, out of the darkness which now surrounds me, I have confidence 
that light will arise, probably greater than before. Surely the 
mercy of the Lord has accompanied my poor labours from the 
time of my arrival in Asia! Surely the time of salvation is at hand, 
in favour of the numerous heathen of this colony.” In another 
aper he says, ‘‘ Whenever I am in great distress, then I say in m 
fcaet. and sometimes with a loud voice, Lord be mindful of thy 
praying people in England and every where else in Europe, on our 
behalf.” 

Mr. Kam’s zealous labours have not been confined to the island 
of Amboyna. Inthe months of September and October, 1816, 
he visited several of the Molucca islands, where bis ministry was 
most joyfully received; and in the negerys (or villages) of Aboro, 
Hulaliuw, and Kariou, the inhabitants, who had been long devoted 
to the service of dumb idols, arose, and with holy indignation de- 
stroyed their false gods. Mr. Kam speaks of this triumph of Chris- 
tianity over heathenism with pious exultation ; and says, in his ad- 
dress to British Christians, ‘‘ Many of you will not see much of this 
glorious conquest, but in heaven you will see thousands of these 
poor black people, who have been saved through the Gospel by 
our precious Saviour, who bled and died for our sins. There I 
shall see you again, my dear brethren, and there you will find that 
your faithful labours of love for the name and cause of Christ have 
not been in vain. 

The directors have acceded to the earnest request of Mr. Kam, 
and have sent out a printing-press, which he much needed, for the 
purpose of supplying the people with religious tracts, which were 
before transcribed with great labour; they have also sent out a 
large number of tracts in the Malay language, printed in London, 
for dispersion in Amboyna. We trust that the inhabitants will soon 
be favoured with a large supply of the Malay Bible, now printing 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, of which they are in 
earnest expectation, and which they will gladly purchase at any 
price.* 

* Mr. Kam says, that he needs at least 20,000 copies of the Bible for the 


supply of the people in Amboyna, and neighbouring islands. A single copy 
of the Bible was lately sold by auction for etghi pounds. 
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Qn account of the dangerous state of affairs in Amboyna, the 
Directors have deferred sending out additional Missionaries to 
that station ; they are also in expectation that the Netherland So- 
ciety will, ere long, send more labourers into that extensive and 
promising field. 

JAVA. 

It is with the deepest regret we have to record the death of Mr. 
Supper at Batavia, his labours in that populous city were useful. 
He possessed great advantages, which he employed to good pur- 
pose. He had been a principal instrument of establishing Auxi- 
liary Societies in behalf of Missions, of Bibles, and Tracts, and had 
the prospect of much usefulness both among the Portuguese and 
Malay Christians. The loss of so zealous and active a labourer in 
the prime of life is deeply to be lamented; but we bow to the 
Sovereign Ruler of the world, and say, ‘‘' Thy will be done.” The 
Society has at present no Missionary in that interesting station ; but 
we trust it will be kept in view by the Directors. 

CEYLON. 

Our information from Ceylon during the past year is very scanty. 
Mr. Palm continues to preach in the Dutch church at Columbo. 
Mr. Ehrhardt, who was for several years our Missionary at 
Matura, and afterwards at Cultura, where he preached alternately 
in Dutch and Cingalese, and superintended schools, has lately 
been appointed by the Madras government (on the recommen- 
dation of Sir R. Brownrigg) Missionary to the Dutch inhabitants 
of Cochin. Mr. Reade continues to superintend a school. : 

(To be continued.) 
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The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb.——Isaiah, xi. 6. 


William L was born at in New-Jersey, and was by 
nature a child of wrath, even as others. Neither father nor mo- 
ther, although they had dedicated him to the Lord in baptism, 
endeavoured to train him up for the Lord. O ye christless pa- 
rents! how can ye wish your children to be good, and make no 
exertions to train them up in the way in which they should go? 
Or, do ye not tremble at the thought of your solemn engagements 
to Jehovah, compared with your criminal neglect of the religious 
education of your childrea? William had the advantage, however, 
of being sent to a school which was under the care of a godly 
teacher—a great blessing at all times, but a great rarity at that time. 
May every school in christian lands soon have godly praying men 
at their head. This holy man was careful for the souls of his pu- 
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pils. Convinced that no labours can be truly successful without 
the divine blessing, he opened and closed his school every morn- 
ing and evening with prayers and thanksgiving ; and at stated times 
instructed the children in the first principles of the religion of 
Christ Jesus. He frequently seized on passing incidents to dro 
a word in season, which, although forgotten or disregarded at the 
time, might afterwards spring up and bear fruit. ‘Two of these 
shall be noticed in reference to the subject of this narrative. On 
a certain occasion, when the teacher had chastised him for his 
misconduct, and William stood beside him weeping, he looked at 
him with bowels of compassion, and said, “ Ah, my lad! If now I 
saw you crying for your sins, what pleasure it would give me.” 
William was bold in wickedness, but feared the thunder. One day, 
in school hours, the heavens gathered awful blackness, the light- 
ning ran down the sky, and soon there came a dreadful peal of 
thunder. William was terrified ; he laid down his head upon the 
table, troubled by a guilty conscience and the fears of death. The 
teacher kept this in mind, and on a set day, when conversin 
with the children concerning needful things, asked William, ‘Do 
you not fear to die?” ‘The sun shone bright, no cloud darkened 
the heavens, no flash of lightning was seen, nor any roaring thun- 
der heard. William answered, “No.” ‘‘ Why, then,” said the 
teacher, “‘ did you hang down your head the other day when Je- 
hovah thundered?” William was mute. Ah, conscience! thou 
art a witness for God, a witness against sin; one of the sweetest 
mercies, or one of the sorest judgments. 

William followed the evil example of his father, grew up in sin, 
and waxed worse and worse. I have heard a neighbour say, that 
William was a high lad. He and his father, when at work in the 
field could be heard at a great distance cursing and swearing in 
the most fearful manner—endeavouring, as it should seem, who 
could swear the most, or loudest. He was at length taken from the 
farm, and put out in New-York to learn the trade of a book-binder ; 
in which he acquired some skill. His master was no fearer of 
God, and William was not checked in his dreadful career. of sin. 
Masters are secondary parents : but how often are they mere mer- 
cenaries—consulting only their temporal interests, and not com- 
passionating the aga, Sey of their apprentices. How much 
is this to be regretted. What fearful witnesses will apprentices be 
against their unconverted masters in the great day of God! I have 
heard an apprentice, who became a true convert soon after he was 
out of his time, remark in the time of his soul’s distress, “Oh! 
what a great blessing it would have been to me, if he who endea- 
voured to teach me my trade, had also strived to make me ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When William had attained to manhood his inclinations led him 
to seek a partner for life. At this time we find him with his father, 
in the country. A mysterious providence directed him to a pious 
family. The widowed mother was opposed to his visits, and warn- 
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ed her daughters against him; for she was a godly mother, and 
could not endure the thought of any one of her daughters forming 
a connexion with so wicked a youth, and so wicked a family. But 
all in vain. William gained the heart of one of her daughters, 
and opposition only made him more intent upon the match. Con- 
trary to the solemn, affectionate, and frequent admonition of her 
good mother, Agnes became the wife of William. How often 
have I lamented the lot of poor Agnes, and felt inclined to talk 
with the Lord of this judgment. Was another name to be added 
to the mournful list, already numerous, as an, evidence that grace 
does not descend from parent to child, like an inheritance ! Or had 
Agnes provoked the Lord to cast her out of a godly family into 
the bosom of the wicked world—into its snares and temptations, 
to be entangled and destroyed? Can it be possible, that so many 
and such wrestling prayers, as a godly father had offered up 
for her in the days of his flesh, should all be as water spilt upon 
the ground? Such were my reflections on this melancholy union. 
How often did Agnes lament that she had disregarded the ad- 
vice of her good mother. How often did she regret her mis- 
placed affection—her blind choice. Many a sad and painful hour 
now fell to her share. William turned out to be a brute of a 
husband—a son of belial; and took pleasure in wounding the 
feelings of his wife. For several years after their marriage he 
scarcely ever spake a kind word to her. All his study was to 
gratify himself or vex the wife of his youth. To whom should 
Agnes complain? to her mother? she dared not. She bore the 
yoke in silence. 

It pleased the Lord at length to sanctify her afflictions, to bring 
her to a right knowledge of herself, and of the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, his son, according to that word of the pro- 
phet Hosea; Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her 
into the wilderness, aad speak comfortably unto her. And I will 
give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor 
for a door of hope; and she shall sing there. And I will betroth 
thee unto me for ever. Hosea 2. 14—20. Agnes was made to 
feel that it is a grievous and a bitter thing to sin against the Lord. 
For many a month was she tossed on the waves of spiritual distress 
before she learned that sweet truth, Unto God the Lord belong the 
issues from death. Ps. 68. 20. He that gets the best knowledge of 
the greatness of his sins and miseries, will have the most exalted 
views of free and sovereign grace. Such was the case of Agnes. 
She did not receive the word, like the stony-ground hearer, “anon 
with joy ;” but “in much ailliction,” as the Thessalonians, 1 Thess. 
1.6. and became a follower of the Lord. 

How would it have gladdened the heart of her father to have 
seen his child sorry for her sins after a godly sort! What an evi- 
dent answer to his many and fervent prayers! But her father was 
not—he was gone to his rest! He is where there is no lack of joy 
nor pleasure. Certainly the good news has rreeted his ears, and 
called forth another song of praise to God, even the Father of our 








Conversion of a persecutor. 379 


Immanuel. The mother of Agnes was thrilled with joy. A pious 
aunt was exceeding glad. Agnes found no rejoicing husband in 
William ; but a cruel persecutor. On this very account he began 
to hate and to vex her still more. Determined to be rid of her, he 
secretly went away to Boston, intending never to see his wife 
and children any more. After a while, however, he returned again. 
A man’s heart deviseth his way ; but the Lord directeth his steps. 
Prov. 16. 9. He returned only to vex and grieve his wife. But 
she prayed for him, and by her meek and holy conversation sought 
to win him. They went to live at New-York; but after three 
or four years spent in this way William moved back again to New- 
Jersey. Adjvining to. his father there lived an old farmer, who, 
having no one to manage his farm and provide him support, leased 
itto William for seven years. Every thing being arranged, they 
came up and lived with him. This man was an old and a harden- 
ed sinner. William and he agreed well together; and between 
them both Agnes had a very uncomfortable life of it, especially on 
the holy day of the Sabbath. They endeavoured to keep her out 
of the church and from the preaching of the word. They hated 
the minister, and scoffed at religion. Agnes sometimes endeavour- 
ed to prevail on William to go with her to the house of God; but 
was generally unsuccessful, except when he.had a child to be bap- 
tized, and never in her company. Once, indeed, he forced him- 
self to go up to the sanctuary ; but did not reach there till the 
sermon was nearly finished: he came, however, time enough to 
hear the preacher make a few remarks on the resurrection of Je- 
sus, early on the morning of the Sabbath, as worthy the imitation 
of his people. ‘And, probably,” said the preacher, just as Wil- 
liam was seating himself in the pew, unobserved by him, “ it is 
owing to a late rising that some come so late to the sanctuary.” 
William felt guilty ; and as the eyes of many turned towards him, 
he felt foolish, and became enraged against the minister. 

The time to administer the Lord’s supper, and to admit appli- 
cants to the full communion of the church was at hand. Agnes had 
never ventured to make a full confession of her faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Whether it proceeded from unbelief respecting her 
spiritual faith, or dread of her husband, I am ata loss tosay. But 
on this occasion she determined to go forward, and went to the 
church on the day of preparation with that intent. Her fear of 
the old farmer and of her husband overcame her, and she failed in 
the execution of her pious resolves. The adversary of souls took 
advantage of her failure, and endeavoured to attribute it to her 
want of faith, and love to the Lord Jesus. But it was her infirmity; 
and she determined, if the Lord would graciously strengthen her, 
never again to be ashamed of him. In due season Agnes made a 
public confession of her faith, and solemnly dedicated herself to the 
Lord and his service for ever. 

The old farmer was displeased, and William was enraged at her 
for herconduct. They scoffed at religion, as being all hypocrisy ; 
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they railed at the minister and at the saints; they cursed and 
blasphemed in a most fearful manner in the presence of Agnes. 
William appeared to be instigated by Satan himself, and had never 
yet hated and vexed his wife as he now did. To one he said, “I 
will become a Jew—I will turn a Turk—I will leave my wife, and 
live ne more where a Christian can be found.” He became ex- 
ceeding dark in his looks, and sullen in his behaviour. He plotted 
new mischiefs every day and night. It made a noise among his 
neighbours. They say, “ Persecution has no existence any more.” 
But does not the word of God say, “Yea, and, all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Tim. 3. 12. Let 
all the agents, actors, and sufferers in this work of hell, stand u 
and bear witness. As formerly, “he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the spirit, even so it is now.” 
Gal. 4. 29. As the troubles and trials of Agnes increased, so did 
her strength to bear them in a lamb-like manner. The waters in- 
creased and lifted up the ark ; but the ark drew nearer and nearer 
to heaven. 

In the course of the succeeding week, while William breathed 
out threatenings, as he passed the pottery in the neighbourhood, 
while an oven full of ware was burning, the potter being on the 
top of it, called to William, ‘“ Come up here, and I will show thee 
something.” William went up; the potter directed his atten- 
tion to the flames and heat in the flues of the oven, saying, “ look 
at that.” “It is exceeding hot and dreadful,” said William, 
“ Hell is infinitely hotter and more intolerable than that,” added 
the Potter. ‘ If that be the case,” said William, “ then I should 
not like to go there.” The Potter speedily remarked, “ Then, 
do not find fault with thy wife if she endeavour to escape hell 
and to get into Heaven, lest thou be cast into the burning lake.” 
This impressive admonition scarcely moved the hard heart of 
William. 

Next Sabbath morning, as the physician entered the house of 
the old farmer to dress his diseased leg, (it was in a sad condition) 
William made up to him, and said, ‘* Doctor, out with your laneets, 
open my veins, and take out all the blood I have in my body.” 
“ Not yet,” said the doctor, “ you must live somewhat longer. 
Dress yourself, and go with me to Church to hear the word of 
God.” “To the Church!” said William; and with a terrible 
oath, added, ‘“ I have done with the Church for ever!’ On Mon- 
day morning he went to H and took a great frolick, as he called 
it. Late at night he came home, and very much intoxicated. 

William was used, after a frolick, to have some troublesome re- 
flections in his mind. This was peculiarly the case on Tuesday 
morning ; of which he tried to rid himself by all possible means. 
But he being a vessel of mercy, and the day of the Lord’s power — 
having come, lo, this very afternoon, while engaged at his work 
in the field, in the midst of it the Lord shot at his heart the 
arrows of conviction, and instantaneously laid him low. The 
Holy Spirit reproved him of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 
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His sins were set in order before him, and his iniquities went over 
his head. Guilty and wretched, he said within himself, “ I am a 
lost sinner.” He thought of his wife, and now appeared in their 
true colours his hatred and persecution of her. His sins against 
her seemed great beyond what any man upon earth had ever com- 
mitted. He was astonished and confounded before God. He 
thought of the saints around him, whom he had hated, but now 
hated them no more, and wished, “ Oh that I was like one of 
them.” This, he thought, could never take place. One while 
he thought, “ could I but give to God an atonement for my sins.” 
His next reflections convinced him of its utter impossibility. Once, 
he thought himself wise, above instruction: now he discovered, 
with astonishment, his ignorance. He felt willing to begin at A, 
B, C, in order to acquire true and saving knowledge. He found 
himself in the midst of sin and death, and without any hope to- 
wards God. Every day his burdens and sorrows increased. His 
sore also ran in the night and ceased not. Some feeble glimmer- 
ings of escape presenting themselves, he began to think of erying 
to the Lord. On the third day he was urged to retire for secret 
prayer; he obeyed, and continued the use of this precious ordi- 
nance : but appeared to pray as a hopeless man. 

While these things were going on within, and in secret, there 
appeared a change inthe outward behaviour of William. To the 
utter astonishment of Agnes he became kind to the children, he 
even spake affectionately to her, his very looks were altered. She 
had not the most distant idea, however, of what was going on in 
the heart of William. Night after night he sat silent in the corner 
with his head in his hands. On the third night he was exceedingly 
restless—he rolled from one side of the bed to the other, and groan- 
ed within himself, so that Agnes, at last, ventured to inquire what 
ailed him. This she did three times without any reply, and had 
determined not to ask him again, supposing him still angry at her. 
But imagine to yourself her surprise and great joy, when aftera 
while, he began to say to her, “I am almost ashamed to tell you 
what is the matter with me. I am burdened with my sins. I am 
a great sinner. I ama lost sinner. Did you ever know or hear of 
a greater sinner than myself? My sins appear so enormous, that I 
am left without hope. Do you think there can be any pardon for 
me? The worst of all my sins is, that I have been so enraged 
against you, and persecuted you without cause.” Such were the 
confessions of William. Agnes endeavoured to administer some 
relief to his wounded spirit, as she was able. So passed the night, 
and so passed the week. William was full of sorrows, Agnes was 
full of gladness and joy. ‘The change was so unexpected, so 
great, so marvellous, so consoling, that Agnes thought she realized 
the days of heaven. Nothing now seemed wanting to complete 
her earthly happiness. The change astonished the Doctor. It 
astonished the whole neighbourhood—the wicked looked grave— 
the righteous felt glad. ‘Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, 
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the Lord hath done great things forthem. The Lord hath done 
great things for us: whereof we are glad. Ps. 126. 2. 3. 

Next Sabbath morning, and a fine bright morning it was, William 
walked in company with his wife to the church. It was a beautiful 
sight. It made a pious sister of his weep for joy when she saw 
this great sight that morning. William was all attention that day— 
he heard as for his life. “It is the first sermon,” said he to me 
afterwards, “that I ever heard.” There seemed no hope as yet for 
such an one as he. One of the despised ones visited him that week ; 
his spiritual conversation was blessed, and Williamattained to some 
degree of hope. In the course of the afternoon William observed, 
**] have committed all sins but one, viz. murder, and I may be said 
to have committed that too ; for I was sorely tempted to make away 
with my wife and children.” One day he heard a sermon on the 
conversion of St. Paul, “ Ah!” said he, “if I had had the power, 
I would have done more mischief than Paul.” Tosome who boasted 
of a sinner’s natural ability to serve God, William replied, “ This I 
know : if religion had not sought me, I never would have sought 
religion.” Some scoffers said, ‘ William is getting crazy.” But 
he was never better in all his life. He is a praying man, and con- 
tinues to be an ornament to the gospel of the grace of God to this 
very day. His house is a Bethel; and the once persecuted Agnes 
now enjoys a heaven upon the earth. 

I am happy to add, that the father of William expressed joy in 
the conversion of-his son, and does not appear to be the man that 
he once was. May he pp a saving Fa ! The mother of Wil- 
liam also is regular in her attendance at the sanctuary ; she seems 
to be inquiring for the good old way, under some degree of spiritual 


‘concern. The Lord direct her to Jesus, the only way. 


Some of your readers might now ask, “ what became of the old 
farmer?” I will tell them. ‘The old man ridiculed the conversion 
of William, and became more hardened than ever. Not long before 
this he told me, that he had never experienced any convictions of 
sin—he had never had one uneasy moment about any of his sins. 
He had a bad leg, asI said. It occasioned himafever. Withina 
few days I discerned in his foot the symptoms of mortification, and 
on the third day thereafter he died. 

He died blaspheming !—Oh, what a death! I thoughton Matthew 
24. 40. Then shall two be in the field ; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. And in Romans 9.18. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. And I 
adored the tremendous Jehovah. Oh the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
pe, and his ways past finding out! Rom. 11. 33. 

nemies of true godliness, look at William, and look at the old far- 
mer. Do you trouble the saints? Remember that God is able to 
trouble you. How many persecutors are cut off in their sins, to a 
few that are converted. Be wise now, be instructed ; kiss the Son of 
God lest ye perish from the way when his wrath is kindled buta little. 
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Sin-burdened souls, consider the unsearchable riches of divine 
grace, and despair not of mercy, while the chiefest are saved. Je- 
sus Christ came into the world to save sinners, lost sinners, the great- 
est of sinners. Ail that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. John 6. 39. 

To trembling saints, lift up your heads, look at the promise, and 
believe away your fears. All things work together for good to them 
that love God, Rom. 8. 28. Be not afraid, but trust in the Lord. 


Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 


Judge not the Lord by feeble sense ; 
But trust him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face. 


PALUDANUS. 


ee 


PresBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL Seminary aT Ausurn, N. Y. 


On Wednesday last the Synod of Geneva held a special meet- 
ing at Auburn, agreeably to the appointment of their committee, 
when convened at this village in June last. There were present, 
including correspondent members, about a hundred and ten per- 
sons entitled to vote. Among the latter were, the President of 
Hamilton College, and Doctor Macauly, of Schenectady. The 
object of the meeting was, the establishment of a TuHronogicaL 
SEMINARY in the western district of this state. After an interest- 
ing debate, the business was referred to a committee, consisting of 
gentlemen on each side of the question ; and their report, with 
resolutions, was favourable to the establishment of the institution, 
and its location at Auburn ; provided, before the next stated meet- 
ing of the synod, the county of Cayuga shall raise, by subscription, 
approved by the Synod, the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars, and 
secure the donation of ten acres of land, at or near the village of 
Auburn, for a site to the seminary; which shall go into operation 
when additional contributions, elsewhere, shall have been made to 
such an amount as to constitute, altogether, exclusive of the dona- 
tion in land, a fund of fifty thousand dollars. The resolutions, re- 
commended by the committee, after verbal modifications, were 
passed with one dissenting voice. It is believed that the condi- 
tions will be fulfilled within the time stipulated. 


—_— 
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

A special meeting of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions was 
held in the city of New-York, on the 7th, 8th, and 10th of August 
last, the object of which was to devise measures for the establish- 
ment of a Theological Seminary, in or near to the city of Philadel- 
phia. In consequence of the notice which had been previously 
siven, and the circulars which had been addressed to individuals in 
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different parts of the country, an unusual number of the members of 
the Board was convened, and letters were received from others who 
could not attend, expressive of the deep interest they felt in the pro- 
motion of useful learning among ministers of the gospel, and the 
propriety and practicability of establishing a general Theological 
Seminary, as conducive to thisend. Similar sentiments were also 
expressed by distinguished individuals in different sections of the 
cquatry, not members of the Board, in letters addressed to the Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

After mature deliberation a plan was adopted, embracing the pro- 
minent features of the one presented to the Convention by the oq 
Dr. Furman; and measures were taken to collect subscriptions and 
donations in different parts of the country. At the next annual 
meeting of the Board, it is hoped the Seminary will go into full and 
successful operation.—In the mean time, Rev. Dr. Staughton, and 
the Rev. Mr. Chase, under the patronage of the Philadelphia Edu- 
cation Society, will attend to the applications, and preside over the 
studies of such individuals as may offer themselves as candidates for 
the benefits of the institution. 

—E— 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald, from his 

correspondent at Laverpool, (England) dated 8th August, 1818. 


“The Ladies’ Bible Society of Liverpool have paid into the 
Bank, after deducting their expenses, one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty pounds sterling, (upwards of seven thousand six hundred 
dollars,) as the produce of alittle more than six months; and they 
have more than eight thousand persons on their books, as subscrib- 
ers. In every place where Ladies’ Associations have been esta- 
blished, the result of their labours is, astonishing. Associations 
have recently been formed by Mr. Dudley, in our neighbourhood ; 
at Manchester and its vicinity 10; at Chester, Preston, St. Helens, 
Rochester, Isle of Man, Haddersfield, and Warrington. He is 
now busily employed in the South. If his life should be spared 
a few years longer, the effects of his labours in the establishment 
of Ladies’ Bible Associations, and in thus giving an impulse and a 
new direction to female benevolence, will almost change the cha- 
racter of the country.” 

—— 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The number of Auziliaries to this Nationat InstiTuTION 
officially known, is one hundred and siaty-seven. Of these, there is 
one in the state of New-Hampshire, there are fourteen in Massa- 
chusetts, three in Vermont, nine in Connecticut, fifty-seven in News 
York, sixteen in New-Jersey, fifteen in Pennsylvania, one in Dela- 
ware, two in Maryland, one in the District of Columbia, fifteen in 
Virginia, three in North Carolina, five in South Carolina, three in 
Georgia, thirteen in Ohio, four in Kentucky, two in Tennessee, 
oue in Louisiana, one in Missouri Territory, and one in Michigan 
Territory. 

Forty of the above are conducted by females. 
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